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Representative Brostoff Recognizes the 43" Anniversary of Roe v. Wade: Celebrating Women’s Rights

MILWAUKEE— Representative Jonathan Brostoff (D- Milwaukee) celebrates the historic milestone, Roe v.
Wade, on its 43™ anniversary.

“Today marks the 43rd anniversary of Roe v. Wade- a pivotal case that removed the government from private
medical decisions regarding women’s reproductive rights.

The Supreme Court ruled 7-2 that regulating or outlawing first trimester abortions was a violation of privacy
guaranteed by the First, Fourth, Ninth and 14th Amendments.

Unfortunately, Wisconsin has seen a non-stop attack on women’s health and the right to privacy for several
years now. As a result, we have seen an 11% decline in women’s healthcare providers since 2008. In 2011, 96%
of Wisconsin counties had no clinic where women could access all reproductive options.

Soon we will see before the Assembly a bill that would ban fetal tissue donation services. The people pushing
this bill market it as saving babies from being sold, but sale of tissue is already banned through federal laws and
there is no evidence of sales happening.

Fetal tissue, acquired from donations, has been used in studies since the 1930s when it helped develop the first
poliovirus vaccines. These are estimated to save 550,000 lives worldwide every year. Many other vaccines, such
as those for chicken pox, rubella, and shingles, were also produced using tissue derived from fetuses including
two that were electively terminated in the 1960s.

The University of Wisconsin-Madison alone currently has fetal tissue research active in 100 labs across campus
for studies on cancer, heart disease, Parkinson’s, blindness, diabetes and more.

So today as we recognize and celebrate Row v. Wade and the hard earned right for women to access
comprehensive healthcare, we must also continue the fight.”
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